
USA HOCKEY CODE OF CONDUCT 
 
 

PLAYER'S CODE OF CONDUCT 
1.) Play for fun. 
2.) Work hard to improve your skills. 
3.) Be a team player – get along with your teammates. 
4.) Learn teamwork, sportsmanship and discipline. 
5.) Be on time. 
6.) Learn the rules and play by them. Always be a good sport. 
7.) Respect your coach, your teammates, your parents, opponents and officials. 
8.) Never argue with an official’s decision. 
  

PARENT'S CODE OF CONDUCT 
Do not force your children to participate in sports, but support their desires to play their chosen sports. Children are 
involved in organized sports for their enjoyment. Make it fun. 
1.) Encourage your child to play by the rules. Remember, children learn best by example, so applaud the good plays 
of both teams. 
2.) Do not embarrass your child by yelling at players, coaches or officials. By showing a positive attitude toward the 
game and all of its participants, your child will benefit. 
3.) Emphasize skill development and practices and how they benefit your young athlete. De-emphasize games 
and competition in the lower age groups. 
4.) Know and study the rules of the game and support the officials on and off the ice. This approach will help in the 
development and support of the game. Any criticism of the officials only hurts the game. 
5.) Applaud a good effort in both victory and defeat, and enforce the positive points of the game. Never yell or 
physically abuse your child after a game or practice – it is destructive. Work toward removing the physical and verbal 
abuse in youth sports. 
6.) Recognize the importance of volunteer coaches. They are important to the development of your child and the 
sport. 
7.) Communicate with them and support them. 
8.) If you enjoy the game, learn all you can about hockey – and volunteer. 
 
 
  

ZERO TOLERANCE POLICY 
  

PLAYERS 
A minor  penalty  for unsportsmanlike conduct (zero tolerance) shall be assessed whenever a  player : 
1.) Openly disputes or argues any decision by an official. 
2.) Uses obscene or vulgar language at any time, including any swearing, even if it is not directed at a particular 
person. 
3.) Visually demonstrates any sign of dissatisfaction with an official’s decision. Any time that a player persists in any 
of these actions, they shall be assessed a misconduct penalty. A game misconduct shall result if the player continues 
such action. 
  

PARENTS/SPECTATORS 
The game will be stopped by game officials when parents/spectators displaying inappropriate and disruptive behavior 
interfere with other spectators or the game. The game officials will identify violators to the coaches for the purpose of 
removing parents/ spectators from the spectator’s viewing and game area. Once 
removed, play will resume. Lost time will not be replaced and violators may be subject to further disciplinary action by 
the local governing body. This inappropriate and disruptive behavior shall include: 
1.) Use of obscene or vulgar language in a boisterous manner to anyone at any time. 
2.) Taunting of players, coaches, officials or other spectators by means of baiting, ridiculing, threat of physical 
violence or physical violence. 
3.) Throwing of any object in the spectators viewing area, players bench, penalty box or on ice surface, directed in 
any manner as to create a safety hazard. 

 


